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Director’s Note: Predictably Unpredictable

By Brad Herrick, Lakeshore Nature Preserve Director

If you live in Wisconsin long enough, you'll experience
“typical” March weather. The first half of this month in
Madison has been a good example. Spring conditions
arrived exceptionally early, with several days in the 50s and
60s, and then on March 9th, a record temperature of 73
degrees! Lately, “typical” also means setting records. How-
ever, Madisonians knew that winter was far from over, and
predictably, giant snowflakes fell two days later. As of this
writing, southern WI is bracing for a “major snowstorm”
over the next couple of days.

While native plants and animals are adapted to varied
weather conditions, drastic swings in temperature and
precipitation do pose challenges. Male Northern Cardinals
that were singing proudly earlier this month and Ameri-
can Robins that are making their arrival will go silent for a
few days and hunker down to stay warm. Some native and
ornamental residential trees and shrubs, like maples and
lilacs, may already be breaking dormancy. In my neighbor-
hood, tulips quickly sent up leaves in response to warming
soil conditions. The impending freezing temperatures will
halt plant growth and could kill off buds that had eagerly
taken advantage of unseasonal warm conditions.
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Similarly, natural area managers need to be able to adapt
their restoration plans in response to abrupt changes in
spring weather patterns. For example, removing large
non-native or hazardous trees often requires heavy equip-
ment, such as skid steers, chippers, and trucks. As such,

we predominantly conduct this work under frozen ground
conditions to minimize the risk of soil compaction. When
temperatures warmed up quickly in early March, we had to
stop this work and hope for another cold snap.

Another example is the use of prescribed fire as a tool
to maintain healthy native ecosystems. Our ability to use
prescribed fire depends entirely on weather conditions.
Temperature, humidity, wind direction and speed can
change quickly, turning a perfect day to burn into a lost
opportunity.

Preserve staff work diligently to maximize the positive
impact of land stewardship, while remaining flexible and
cautious not to do more harm than good, in the face of
abrupt changes in weather patterns. Whether you are a
bird, a plant, or a human land manager, living and working
in nature is a predictably unpredictable endeavor.

Volunteers: Team Members in the Success of Preserve

By Bryn Scriver, Preserve Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator

Our hearts are full as we reflect on 2025. Last year, 690 vol-
unteers contributed 2,123 hours to maintain the Preserve
and restore its native plant communities. Of these, 82%
were UW students, faculty, and staff. Fifty-seven campus
and community groups participated.

Volunteers cleared invasive woody brush from 7 acres and
removed herbaceous invasive plants from 150 acres. They
collected seeds from dozens of native plant species. They
sowed seeds across 1 acre, picked up trash, monitored
trails, and maintained native gardens.

Volunteers not only managed invasive plants and nurtured
native species, but ensured the Preserve remains a thriving
natural space for future generations of Badgers.

We are honored to celebrate our 2025 volunteers in this

Lakeshore Nature Preserve E-Newsletter. Thank you for
being part of our team!

Lakeshore Nature Preserve E-Newsletter 1



Thrive Outside: Nature RX

By Bryn Scriver, Preserve Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator

In recognition of the benefits campus green (and blue)
spaces can provide students, University Health Services
(UHS) partnered with the Lakeshore Nature Preserve to
launch a new feature on the Campus Sustainability Map,
Thrive Outside: Nature Rx, that identifies spaces where

students can “pause and reset.”

To update the map, we turned to Office of Sustainability
Project Assistant and map creator Audrey Stanton, who
enlisted Office of Sustainability interns Kate Scroggins and
Evie Skibicki to make it happen.

In conjunction with the map, UHS created a new Thrive
Outside webpage to feature the map and quick tips for
bringing more nature into your life, including campus well-
ness groups and upcoming events.
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Natural Area Assistants Reflect on Time in Preserve

By Bryn Scriver, Preserve Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator

As we near the end of the academic year, we want to
extend a sincere thank you to our 2025-2026 intern cohort.
Their hard work and fabulous attitudes will be missed. We
asked them to share what they gained during their time as
a Natural Area Assistant for the Lakeshore Nature Preserve.

Eden Milan (environmental science, soil science certificate)

“I took the Natural Area Assistant position, eager to work
outdoors, something I'd never done before. | learned that
it’s hard to work with your body every day, how to push
and pace myself, and gained extraordinary plant identifi-
cation skills from our mentors. | also earned a herbicide
application certification and gained experience with power
tools. Beyond the expected lessons, this job taught me

to get away from textbooks and learn with my hands. For
me, service and love are one and the same—I loved the
Preserve through every task, from pruning to seed collect-
ing. The skills | gained will be a strong launching pad for my
career.”

Anna Swenson (conservation biology)

“The Natural Area Assistant position at the Lakeshore
Nature Preserve was an amazing experience and a fantastic
way to gain hands-on restoration skills. Before this posi-
tion, | had some background in restoration and outdoor
education, but this role solidified my career aspirations

in these fields. | improved my skills in power tool use and
plant identification, which will be useful for future posi-
tions. Learning about the work that goes into restoration
helped me appreciate the land and see the meaningful
impact of our efforts. Working with a great group of people
made the season fun and ultimately made the job incred-
ibly rewarding. This position was key in gaining skills and
experience that will make me and my colleagues competi-
tive for future roles.”

Leah Zuschlag (conservation biology, environmental science,
American Indian studies certificate)

“Being a Natural Area Assistant with the Lakeshore Nature
Preserve was an incredible opportunity! With no prior field
experience, I'm grateful for the skills | learned in conser-
vation and land management, thanks to my supervisors.

Working in the Preserve, | was exposed to various Midwest
ecosystems, learned to identify native and invasive species,
and learned how to support the natural ecosystem. One of
my favorite aspects was working in a team, getting to know
peers in my field, and sharing knowledge. This position
deepened my dedication to land stewardship and allowed
me to contribute to a place | had visited as a student. The
skills I gained helped me secure a fellowship with The
Nature Conservancy after graduating in December.”

Andi Hokanson (conservation biology and environmental
studies)

“I've watched the Preserve transform from prepping spring
burn units and removing garlic mustard to a summer of
pruning trails and spraying weeds to a fall of collecting

and cleaning seeds and a winter of cutting buckthorn.
Over these seasons, I've gained a better understanding of
Wisconsin’s plant species and local ecosystems’ phenology,
and | learned to use tools like brush cutters and prescribed
fire equipment. The most impactful part was working with
like-minded peers like Eden, Anna, and Leah, who kept
each other motivated and made the challenges enjoyable.
Our diverse interests fostered continuous learning, and

| believe we will make meaningful contributions to con-
servation, inspired by our time at the Lakeshore Nature
Preserve.”

2025-2026 Preserve Natural Area Assistants (L to R): Eden, Anna, Leah,
and Andi.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Erin Ross and Henry Shockley

By Bryn Scriver, Preserve Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator

Erin and Henry have attended restoration workparties
since last fall. | asked what motivates them to get upon a
weekend to volunteer and what brings them back.

Erin, a UW Senior majoring in biology, zoology, French,
history, and international studies with certificates in envi-
ronmental studies, European studies, and medieval studies
(whew!), said, “After a long week of classes, nothing is
more relaxing than grabbing a friend and heading out to
the Preserve. The fresh air and snacks are honestly rejuve-
nating, and it’s a great way to reset before the next week
begins.

“What makes it even more mean-
ingful for me is being able to con-
tribute to the care of the campus
and the trails that I've enjoyed
running on year-round for so long.
| grew up using these paths, and

| know I'll keep coming back to
them far into the future, so it feels
special to give a little back to a
place that has meant a lot to me.”

“One underrated part of volun-

teering with the Preserve, beyond simply being in nature
and helping care for it, is the chance to meet new people—
both fellow volunteers and community members who are
out enjoying the trails. Saturday mornings have a really
friendly, relaxed feeling to them, and it’s fun to chat with
people you might not have met otherwise.”

“Joining a work party is a fantastic way to enjoy the out-
doors, meet friendly people, and make a positive impact
on the local environment. Even if you've never done eco-
logical restoration work before, the staff and fellow volun-

teers are welcoming, and the tasks are easy to pick up. It’s
satisfying to see the difference you’re making, whether it’s
clearing invasive plants or maintaining trails. You’ll leave
feeling like you’ve contributed to something meaningful—
and probably a little more connected to the campus and
community too!”

Henry, a UW Class of 2025 graduate in environmental
science and global health, explained that his main motiva-
tor for volunteering is spending meaningful time outdoors
helping the community.

“It’s easy for me to get caught up
in working and studying, lead-

ing me to spend too little time
outside. Volunteering with the
Lakeshore Preserve is a fantastic
opportunity to remedy this, allow-
ing drop-in volunteers to show up
and donate their time without any
prior skills or commitments.”

“A part of the volunteering that |

really value is the ability to leave

Madison’s ‘city’ life behind for a
moment, turning to a more natural setting where cutting
invasive brush and trees, collecting native prairie plant
seeds, and helping clean up our local nature preserve of-
fers respite from the hustle and bustle of downtown.”

“I would highly recommend the Lakeshore Nature Preserve
volunteering opportunities; every Saturday is an excellent
chance to meet new people, spend time outdoors, and
improve your local natural resources!”
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FRIENDS OF THE LAKESHORE NATURE PRESERVE

25th ANNUAL MEETING
Tuesday, April 14, 6:30 p.m.

Unitarian Meeting House
900 University Bay Dr, Madison

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
The Lakeshore Nature Preserve Frautschi Center:
A Living Building within a Living Landscape

GUEST SPEAKER

Therese Hanson
Lead Project Architect,
The Kubala Washatko Architects

Open to the public, bring a friend!

Enjoy exhibits, refreshments, and socializing with the Friends.
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Sunday March 22 - Early Migrating Birds - 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Chuck Henrikson guides our eyes to the skies, waters, and
woods in search of birds passing through the Preserve en
route from down south to Up North. Meet at the Picnic
Point entrance kiosk.

Sunday April 12- UW Science Expeditions at Lakeshore
Nature Preserve - 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Take in a constellation of hands-on Exploration Stations at
Picnic Point. Learn about trees, bats, geology, and mound
makers. Plus, enjoy a campfire with a hot beverage at one
of the fire circles. This event is part of the 2026 UW
Science Expeditions - Campus Open House.

Sunday April 26 - Spring Wildflowers - 1:30-3:00 p.m.

Eve Emshwiller and Glenda Denniston help uncover the
ephemeral beauty of plants that flower amidst the warm-
ing sun and late snows of spring in Wisconsin. Meet at the
Picnic Point entrance kiosk.

Sunday May 3 - Pull Garlic Mustard with the Friends of
the Lakeshore Nature Preserve - 1:30-4:00 p.m.

Join volunteers from the Friends of the Lakeshore Nature
Preserve to pull invasive garlic mustard plants in Frautschi
Point Woods. Stay for as little or as long as you like. This is
an ongoing tradition by Friends members, and we can see
positive results. Meet at the Frautschi Point Parking Lot.

Thursday May 13- Migrating Songbirds of Frautschi Point -
7:30-9:30 a.m.

Jill Feldkamp and Roma Lenehan are here to help you see,
hear, and ID songbirds that you may get to encounter but
twice a year. Gather at Frautschi Point Parking Lot.

Parking for Picnic Point is available in UW Lot 130
(2003 University Bay Dr). Parking is free on weekends.

Picnic Point is served by Metro Bus Stop #2938 outbound
and #2881 inbound. See map.wisc.edu.

Day of the Badger is Back April 14-15!

Save the date to join the fun and philanthropy

of this annual fundraising celebration with a gift
to the Lakeshore Nature Preserve.

Visit dayofthebadger.org and double your gift,
up to $8,000, with a match from the Friends of
the Lakeshore Nature Preserve!
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Follow us on Social Media
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