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The removal of the Natatorium in 2021 to make way for a new campus gym/nat exposed, for at least a short time, a unique view of Willow Creek 
Woods savanna.

A Message from the Director
By Gary Brown, PLA, FASLA

Well, here we are more than one full year into the pandemic, 
and we are seeing rays of sunshine on the horizon. Vaccines 
are available and the university is leading an effort to get 
all faculty, staff, and students vaccinated. I think we’ve all 
learned a lot in the past 18 months. We figured out how to 
work virtually in all its various forms. We’ve been able to 
keep the Preserve safely open for use by our stakeholders, 
including the many new visitors seeking respite in nature. 
 
I want to sincerely thank the Preserve staff for their 
perseverance and diligence in both working from home 
and in the Preserve. To our Preserve Committee members, 
our volunteers, and the Friends, thank you for supporting 
the staff and helping out where you can, either with your 
time & talents or with your financial support. This is greatly 
appreciated as we all continue to come together and define 
what the new normal will be moving forward in advocating 
for and supporting the Preserve. 
 
As the pandemic wears on, the Preserve continues to see 
record-breaking use. Be it for research or teaching physically 
distanced learners, rest or relaxation, the Preserve and all 
its resources have been there for us. In 2021, the Preserve's 
visitor counter recorded 138,831 people walking to the tip of 
Picnic Point. This is the most traveled route in the Preserve 
to enjoy views of the lake and city skyline. On your next visit 
we encourage you to explore other portions of the 300-acre 
Preserve. To map a new route, go to our Plan a Visit or Places 
in the Preserve web pages or join a Friends of the Preserve 
guided walk. 
 
I’m happy to report that we will be updating the 2006 
Preserve Master Plan during 2022 which will guide future 
land management and provide support for the university’s 
mission of teaching, research, and outreach. Together with 

the recently completed 2020 Preserve Strategic Plan, the 
Preserve will be able to chart a course of long-term support 
and strategic direction. Watch for announcements on how 
you can participate in the master plan update process. Thank 
you again for all you do to help keep the Preserve available 
for future generations of Badgers. On, Wisconsin! 

Pandemic milestones:

• Biocore Prairie Bird Banding Observatory – 
resumed April 2021

• Prairie Partners intern program – resumed 
May 2021

• Friends field trips – resumed Sept. 2021

• Drop-in volunteer events – resumed Oct. 
2021

• Fire circles remain closed

• Preserve hours remain sunrise to sunset
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https://lakeshorepreserve.wisc.edu/visit/plan-a-visit/
https://lakeshorepreserve.wisc.edu/visit/places/
https://lakeshorepreserve.wisc.edu/visit/places/
https://www.friendslakeshorepreserve.com/field-trips.html
https://www.friendslakeshorepreserve.com/field-trips.html
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The Lakeshore Nature Preserve staff team of Gary Brown, 
Adam Gundlach, Connor Kotte, Bryn Scriver, and Laura Wyatt 
was recognized with the UW-Madison Facilities Planning and 
Management (FP&M) 2021 Teamwork Award. 

Nominated by the chair of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve 
Committee Professor Sara Hotchkiss, the award recognizes 
teams that: 

• Maintain effective working relationships with  
co-workers, supervisors, or customers

• Encourage teamwork by recognizing and promoting 
employee strengths

• Acknowledge the strengths of all employees and  
encourage teamwork

• Collaborate and cooperate when solving problems
• Support UW–Madison values to achieve positive  

results together

Preserve Staff Recognized with Teamwork Award

The 2021 Lakeshore Nature Preserve team (left to right: Gary Brown, 
Bryn Scriver, Adam Gundlach, Laura Wyatt, and Connor Kotte) was 
highlighted in a video awards presentation. Watch the video to meet 
the Preserve staff and learn more about what they do. 
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In 2021, 78 teaching/research permits were issued to 25 UW departments  
& programs, 5 government entities, and 6 community organizations.

Preserve Supports University Teaching, Research, and Outreach Mission
By Laura Wyatt, Preserve Program Manager

For many of us the Lakeshore Nature Preserve is the largest 
outdoor teaching and research laboratory on campus. In 
addition to providing a location for 78 defined educational 
projects in 2021, the Preserve provides a unique, hands-on 
opportunity for student environmental engagement and 
learning. 

In addition, the Preserve provides funding through its 
Student Engagement Grant program for undergraduate 
teaching and research projects that utilize its 300-acre 
laboratory. In 2021 the Preserve Committee awarded five 
grants totaling $5,000. The funds are made possible through 
an endowment established by former faculty members, 
Robert M. Goodman and Henry Hart. The 2021 awards 
went to the following projects: 

• Wild and Domestic Canid Activity in the Preserve,  
Ali Thompson, Undergraduate Researcher 

• The Efficacy of Porous Pavement within the Preserve, 
Cole Koffron, Undergraduate Researcher 

• Isolation and Characterization of Protective Pollen  
Actinobacteria, Claire Reichardt, Undergraduate  
Researcher 

• Beginning Birding Educational Series: Using Birdwatch-
ing to Encourage Environmental Awareness and Action, 
Audubon Society at UW-Madison (ASUM) 

• Student-led Composting at Eagle Heights [Gardens],  
Ava Padilla, F.H. King Farm Student Director 

We are blessed with hundreds of student volunteers, many 
of whom are not looking at a future career in natural 
resource management. However, most are aware of 
environmental challenges and are interested in how they 
can be part of the solution. Working alongside Preserve 
professional staff provides opportunities to discuss the 
physical value of their work and ways they can engage as 
“responsible” citizens to protect and nurture natural areas in 
the communities where they live and work.

For those students interested in a natural resources 
profession, working in the Preserve provides valuable 
technical experiences—like a residency. Employers are 
looking for candidates with applied, hands-on experience 
beyond the normal classroom seat time. In 2021 the 
Preserve was able to support four student employees and 
five Prairie Partners interns. These opportunities are solely 
supported by donations. 

Thank you for your continuing support of the Preserve and 
the future of natural areas management.

http://lakeshorepreserve.wisc.edu
https://go.wisc.edu/fpm-award-lake
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In October 2021 the Lakeshore Nature 
Preserve and the UW Arboretum co-
hosted a Wisconsin Master Naturalist 
training with a focus on ecological 
restoration. Twenty participants 
engaged in the 40-hour training learning 
about ecological principles and the 
restoration process, practicing 
restoration and interpretive techniques, 
and visiting local field sites.

On a field day in the Preserve, 
participants collected native seed, 
practiced invasive buckthorn removal 
techniques, experienced a live fire 
demo, and toured Eagle Heights Woods 

with Preserve staff. Wisconsin First 
Detector Network Coordinator Anne 
Pearce led participants on an invasive 
species walk on Picnic Point and State 
Assistant Archeologist Amy Rosebrough 
gave a fascinating look into local Native 
American history and showcased the 
Preserve’s Indian burial mounds.

Visit the Wisconsin Master Natural-
ist website to learn more about this 
UW-Madison Extension Program.

Preserve and UW Arboretum co-host Wisconsin Master Naturalist Training
By Bryn Scriver, Preserve Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator

Master Naturalists-in-training participated in 
restoration activities in the Preserve and the 
UW Arboretum. 
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In 2021 we welcomed a record nine 
student workers to the Lakeshore 
Nature Preserve—4 student employees 
and 5 Prairie Partners interns. 

Two undergraduate students, Ben Kotte 
and Rebecca Lennie, worked part-time 
in the spring to find and pull garlic 
mustard plants before they set seed. 
Ben later joined graduate students Zoe 
Horns and Connor Kotte to work full-
time during the summer and part-time 
into the fall. One of their responsibil-
ities was to maintain the most visited 
places in the Preserve—making sure 
paths were clear and the restrooms 
and gathering spaces were clean and 
safe for visitors. These important paid 
positions were funded by gifts to the 
Lakeshore Nature Preserve Stewardship 
Fund at the UW Foundation. 

For twelve Thursdays in the summer, 
the Preserve welcomed the Prairie 
Partners interns—Emma Raasch, Cara 
Farrow, Luke DeBiasio, Kyle Hulbert, 
and Bill Davis. The Prairie Partners 
program is administered by Madison 
Audubon and shares one crew between 
five local conservation organizations. 
The Friends of the Lakeshore Nature 
Preserve fund the Preserve's participa-
tion.

For all the students, work revolved 
around restoration ecology in all its 
facets. They learned how to safely use 
power equipment, vehicles, and her-
bicide. They experienced the Preserve 
while cutting, pulling, mowing and 
selectively treating various invasive and 
weedy plants. They also honed their 
plant identification skills while 

collecting native seed and conducting 
vegetation surveys in Eagle Heights 
Woods. 

In addition to receiving supervision 
from Preserve staff, the students 
benefitted from a cadre of experts 
who provided educational enrichment 
throughout the summer, introducing 
them to a range of topics including 
limnology, lichens, birds and bird 
banding, prescribed fire, and canids. 

We are thankful for the support that 
allows us to offer these work 
experiences to students. 

Students Earn while they Learn and Contribute to the Preserve
By Bryn Scriver, Preserve Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator and Adam Gundlach, Preserve Field Projects Coordinator

Students participate in bird banding by re-
cording data with Biocore Prairie Bird Banding 
Observatory coordinator Jackie Sandberg. 

Emeritus Professor John Magnuson schools 
the students on lake monitoring aboard the 
Limnos II. 

The interns examine lichens under the 
tutelage of Emeritus Senior Scientist Suzy 
Will-Wolf. 
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http://lakeshorepreserve.wisc.edu
https://wimasternaturalist.org/
https://wimasternaturalist.org/
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=1167b6c8-5491-450b-9734-14ffa47eb778
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=1167b6c8-5491-450b-9734-14ffa47eb778
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2021 brought a return of fire to the Preserve following the 
initial Covid lockdown in 2020 when land management 
activities were greatly curtailed, and no prescribed fires 
were conducted.

In January 2021, Preserve staff were back to setting fires, 
initially with snow cover to burn away brush piles of 
accumulated volunteer efforts. In March, prescribed fire 
returned to Willow Creek Woods savanna, following several 
years of repeated seeding and initial establishment of 
prairie-savanna vegetation. The burn furthered manage-
ment goals for the site and supported the university’s 
academic mission by providing hands-on, live fire experience 
for UW students in LA375 Prescribed Fire – Ecology and 
Implementation (now listed as LA581).

For natural communities adapted to fire regimes, a lack of 
fire over an extended period is much like a drought, or, at 
the opposite end, a flood, which stresses the community 
and selects toward a different assemblage of species. In 
the case of fire-dependent species, the flood waters can be 
thought of as an expanding sea of shade and an accumula-
tion of leaf litter and debris, which smothers species that 
formerly thrived in open conditions.

While fire may not be a panacea for all land care needs, 
when used appropriately to meet management goals, 
prescribed fire is an efficient and effective partner in 
encouraging diverse natural communities.

After many years of work at the south end of Frautschi Point 
to remove invasive brush and establish native savanna 

Pandemic to Pyrogenic Pursuits
By Adam Gundlach, Preserve Field Projects Coordinator

Prescribed fire activities, like this controlled burn in Willow Creek Woods savanna, provide hands-on, live fire experience for UW students.

species, the first prescribed fire was conducted April 4, 
2021. The burn was the next layer in management toward 
a more open woodland edge, following tree thinning work 
completed in 2020 around the grove of white oaks. The 
same day, additional burns were completed in Biocore 
Prairie and the mounds loop in Eagle Heights Woods.

The autumn burn season brought favorable conditions on 
November 23, 2021 to complete a prescribed burn in central 
Eagle Heights Woods. On short notice over the Thanksgiving 
holiday, a crew was pieced together with support from UW 
Arboretum staff and Quercus Land Stewardship Services 
to burn a 2-acre unit south of the mounds trail loop. 
Management of this unit seeks to maintain open woodland 
structure. The burn served both to check growth of saplings 
and shrubs, as well as prepare for winter seeding of a variety 
of forbs, grasses, and sedges. Over the years ahead, new 
flower stalks will make their first appearance in the commu-
nity. Periodically, fire will spread across the site to push back 
on the creeping sea of shade and encourage fresh growth 
and abundant floral resources under the canopy of watchful 
oaks. 

Prescribed fire operations in the Lakeshore Nature Preserve 
are funded through gifts from our generous supporters. 
Consider a donation to keep the torch lit on land manage-
ment in the Preserve. 

Staff burns brush that was cut and piled by 
volunteers.

Prescribed fire is used in Eagle Heights Woods 
to maintain an open woodland. 

A UW student gets hands-on instruction in 
using a drip torch. 
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https://supportuw.org/giveto/lakeshore/
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Re-engaging Volunteers

As the UW relaxed pandemic precautions, the Preserve 
welcomed back volunteer groups and resumed drop-in 
volunteer events at the start of the fall 2021 semester. 

In 2021, 281 volunteers contributed 1,944 service hours 
to the care of the Preserve, and 23 student and community 
groups participated in volunteer activities. Volunteers 
scoured 90 acres for invasive garlic mustard, cut 5 acres 
of invasive brush, monitored 12 miles of trails, planted 
hundreds of native plant plugs, sowed native seed across 
nearly an acre of woodland, and assisted with administrative 
projects like mailings.

Staff was particularly eager to reengage students, and 
we made doing so a priority. Many students, especially 
sophomores but even some juniors, had little to no 
knowledge or experience with the Preserve due to COVID 
disruptions to campus life. Students were eager for 
opportunities to be outdoors working alongside friends 
and classmates. 

While the Preserve utilizes volunteers to carry out some of 
the labor-intensive work of restoring campus native plant 
communities, we see engaging volunteers as more than just 
free labor. We understand the benefits that volunteers reap, 
intellectually, health-wise, psychologically, and socially from 
participating in ecological restoration and land management 
work. These benefits are critically important for the well-
being of students and members of the campus and larger 
community.

281
volunteers 

Volunteer contributions:
• 5 acres of invasive brush cut
• 12 miles of trails monitored
• 90 acres searched and cleared of 

invasive garlic mustard plants 
• 350+  native plugs planted
• 1 acre of woodland seeds sowed

1,944
service 
hours

Volunteers by the numbers...

23 student/
community 

groups

Friends of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve 
 
In 2021 the Friends of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve 
continued to deliver on their mission to inspire people to 
connect to and care for the Lakeshore Nature Preserve. 
 
In March they held their 2nd annual “It’s in Our Nature” 
Poetry Open Mic. You can listen to recorded pieces on the 
Friends People and Events webpage. In April they held their 
20th Annual Meeting featuring UW-Madison Asst. Professor  
of Printmaking Emily Arthur. In April and May Friends 
volunteers joined Preserve staff in 2 annual stewardship 
activities—the garlic mustard pull and the spring planting 
event. Over the course of the year the Friends coordinated 
and hosted more than 200 attendees at their monthly field 
trips, which were self-guided through August and returned to 
in-person at the start of the fall semester. Friend’s volunteers 
also maintained three citizen science projects: the Purple 
Martin house, the Bluebird trail, and water quality monitoring 
in University Bay with the Clean Lakes Alliance. 
 
The Friends continued to provide financial support to the 
Lakeshore Nature Preserve for the Prairie Partners intern 
program ($7,500), the Eagle Heights Woods project ($6,000), 
a matching gift for the Day of the Badger fundraising event 
($4,000), as well as contributing $30,000 towards the Preserve 
Master Plan Update. 
 
We are ever grateful for the support of the all-volunteer 
Friends of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve organization. You 
can learn more on the Friends website.
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http://lakeshorepreserve.wisc.edu
https://www.friendslakeshorepreserve.com/people--events/archives/03-2021
http://www.friendslakeshorepreserve.com
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Gifts to Stewardship Fund:
Grace Abbott
Colleen & Kenneth Albrecht
Rochelle Anders
Aleasha & Matthew Anderson
Barrie Anderson
Colleen Anderson
Joshua Arnold
Jerry Aul & Melissa Ernest Aul
Douglas Baker
Andrew & Susan Bakken
Carol & Paul Barford
David Baumgartner
Laura Berger
Richard Bilder
Christina Blaumueller & David   
   Venzke
Sarah & Jan Bleicher
Laura & Paul Bogaards
Kistina & Paul Bohrer
Daniel & Tatsumi Brown
Gary Brown & Paul Hayes
Cathie Bruner & Ron Richardson
Margaret & Paul Brunette
Richard & Ann Burgess
Emily Camfield
Jennie & Adam Casavant
Matthew Chotlos
Donald & Jennifer Cofta
Jonathan Cooper & Jane Richard
Katherine Cramer
Jason Dallman
Diane & Robert Dempsey
Thomas & Joan Dunn
Susan Ela & Joseph Mimier
Margaret & Hans Eusch
Paul Evans & Elizabeth Truslow-
   Evans
Kirsten & Adam Everspaugh
John Ficken & Paula Nania
Jere & Anne Fluno
John Franz
Friends of the Lakeshore Nature 
   Preserve
Kelly & Keith Frydenlund
Kennedy Gilchrist & Heidi Wilde
John & Georgia Greist
Joseph Gresens
Adam & Lisa Gundlach
Joan & George Hall
Melissa Harrison
John Hawley
Thomas & Kristin Helgeson
Margaret Hendricks
Katherine Henzler-Wildman & Scott 
   Wildman
J Howard Holan & Stephanie Allen
Evelyn Howell
Thomas Hudak
Matthew Hummer
Cary Hunkel
Rhonda & Christopher James
Erica & Peter Katz
Charles Keleny
David Kelso
Janice Kepka
Jeffrey Kirchman

Stephen Klos
Joyce Knutson
Marie & Steven Kosier
Jane Koss
Hanns Kuttner & Rebecca Blank
Gisela Kutzbach
Erica Lee & Fergus Cameron
Roma Lenehan
Kafryn Lieder & Craig Katz
Stanley Livingston & Anne Hughes
Sierra Love
John & Norma Magnuson
Michael & Betty Marcus
Olympia Mathiaparanam
Rebecca & Brain Mayhew
Peter McCanna & Mary Dillion 
   McCanna
Megan McKeon
Kevin McKown & Nancy Fuller
Jean & Walter Meanwell Sr
Anne Miner
Mark Morley
Lisa Munro & Richard Goldberg
Angela & Steven Nash
Emily & Thomas Nissley 
April & Brook Nottage
Paul & Heather Ogren
John Parker
Arline Paunack
Debbi Peterson & Jeffrey Weber
Claire Pettersen
Sara Petzold
John & Sylvia Pfender
Anna Pidgeon & Volker Radeloff
Amy Pietz
E Allison Rice
Robin Rider
Sally Rowe & William Bauer
Mary Saecker & Gilbert Nathanson
Samuel Saghafi
Brent Sainsbury
James & Julie Sampson
Mindy & Scott Schmookler
Sissel Schroeder
Bryn Scriver & John Nondorf
Shirley & Jerome Scriver
Mary & Kenneth Shapiro 
Ralph Smith
Tressa & David Snow
Edward Snyder
Heidi Sonnenburg & Timothy Piatt
Thomas Sonnleitner 
Kim Spencer
Sandra Stark
Lea & Rick Sunday
Millard & Barbara Susman
Anton TenWolde & Marcia Smith
Nicholas Topitzes
Jonathan Tullis
Donald Ugent
Carolyn & Michael Vescio
Frederick Wade & Marilyn 
   Townsend 
Joseph Webb
Peggy & Dave Weil
Craig Williams
Paul & Coe Williams

Aaron & Kelly Williams
Thomas Wolfe & Patricia Powers
Sandra & Andrew Wu 
Laura & Dan Wyatt

Gifts to Endowment Fund:
James & Paula Bigham
Glenn Chambliss & Diane Derouen
Jonathan Cooper & Jane Richard
Norbert & Mary De Byle
Mary Pat Feifarek
Meyer & Noriko Jackson
Ann Heaslett
Gretchen Manthei
Jean & Walter Meanwell Sr
Susan Paskewitz
Maxine Triff
Maria Vocke

Gifts to Friends Eagle Heights 
Woods project:
Andrew Crummy
Friends of the Lakeshore Nature 
   Preserve
Nancy Mohs 

Gifts to Class of 1918 Marsh 
Healing Path Fund:
Blair Mathews & Karen Johnson  
   Mathews

Stephen H. Sentoff Fund - 
supporting Preserve internships:
Monica Sentoff 

Gifts in honor of:
Boogies - 
   Barbara Sommerfield

Doris Dubielzig - 
   Richard Dubielzig

Henry & Virginia Hart - 
   Donna Dallos
   Cecilia Ford

Gisela Kutzbach - 
   Catherine Buege

Gifts in memory of:
Robert Baldwin - 
   William & Alexandra Dove

Catherine Heimerman - 
   Mary Riggs

Stephen Sentoff - 
   Carl Amport
   Pamela & Paul Benish
   Gary Brown & Paul Hayes
   Kristin Borst & Timothy Flynn
   Steven Carrola
   Iris Dowden
   Doris and Richard Dubielzig
   Cynthia Galloway & Peter Fisher 
   John Kelly
   Arlene & Jeff Koziol

   Harold & Pam Lassers
   Bryn Scriver & John Nondorf
   Marianne Picha & Jacques 
      Hooymans
   Jayne Von der Linden
   Laura & Dan Wyatt
   Tom Yin 

Sharanne Stitgen - 
   Stacey & Walter Meanwell Jr

Amber Marie Virza - 
   Catherine & Michael Sheets

Heidi Dvinge - 
   Anjon & Beth Audhya
   Elin Axelsson-Ekker
   Lauren Bain
   Nenad Bartonicek 
   Robert Bradley
   David & Mary Ann Brow
   Anika Cawthorn
   Jane & Matthew Churpek
   Lara Collier & Paul Marker
   Joshua Coon 
   Dana Dahhan
   James Dahlber & Elsebert Lund
   Jeremy Darot
   Kristine Donahue
   Hannah Dutcher & Kevin 
      McConnaughay
   Feyza Engin
   Audrey Gasch
   Emma Goguen 
   Graduate Leadership and 
      Development Committee
   Yevgenya Grinblat
   Melissa Harrison
   Aaron Hoskins
   Christine Hull & Robert Brazas
   Christine Hustmyer
   William Kasberg
   James Keck
   Patricia Kiley & Timothy Donohue
   Robert Landick
   Elizabeth Larson
   Allen & Barbara Laughon
   Hugo Lee
   Stanley Lee
   Muhang Li
   Ci Ji Lim & Xiuhua Lin
   Sierra Love
   Tina Lynch
   Justin Mabin
   Aidan McKenzie
   Megan McKeon 
   Matthew Merrins
   Alison Meynert
   Lillian Miller
   Josephine & Joshua Mitchell
   Deane Mosher & Frances Fogerty
   Shibani Mukherjee
   Stephanie Namciu
   Daniel Osorio Mendez
   Joseph Pangallo
   Francisco Pelegri
   Sarah Perdue

In 2021, the Preserve received 279 gifts totaling $552,966. 

2021 Donors

http://lakeshorepreserve.wisc.edu
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If you have a correction, please 
contact laura.wyatt@wisc.edu or 
608-265-9275.

   Gifts in memory of (continued)
   Heidi Dvinge - 
      Karen Peterson
      Stephen Plymate
      Suzanne Ponik & Andrew 
         Albright 
      Iryna Pustova
      Srivatsan Raman
      Edrees Rashan
      Andrew Rashoff
      M Thomas Record & Voula 
         Kodoyianni 
      Alistair Russell
      Rebecca Salamon
      Steven & Mollie Schrodi
      David & Louise Schwartz
      Katherine Senn
      Nathaniel Sharp & Joanna 
         Bundus
      Michael & Catherine Sheets
      Peyton Spreacker
      Melanie Stefan
      Hannah Strelchenko
      Jue Wang
      David & Karen Wassarman
      Jill Widonger & David McCulley
      Kari & Mark Wisinski
      Zhejing Xu
      Justin Yau
      Jerry Yin & Hong Zhou
      Daniel Zerbino
      Junqiao Zhu
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2021 Financials—Budget $446,344

42%

44%

14%

Support

UW-Madison

Gift Funds

UW Contributed
Services

44%

29%

25%

2%
Expenses

Preserve staff
Field Management
Services/Amenities
Outreach

Donors continue to make our work possible. 
In 2021 donors gave 279 gifts totaling 
$552,966. Most gifts were under $50—
showing every gift counts. We received gifts 
from a growing number of supporters who 
have indicated they want to be a partner in 
supporting the Preserve. Thank you!  
 
Of the one-half million in funds raised, 
$360,000 was given to donor designated 
projects, and therefore restricted in use, 
including the master plan update, outreach 
center planning, named memorial projects, 
and the Preserve Endowment.  
 
This leaves approximately $190,000 to cover 
all land management costs (equipment, 
vehicles, seeds, and plants) and labor costs 
for student and seasonal employees and 
contractors who assist, as needed, with 
prescribed burns and some hazard tree 
removal. Gift funds also make the volunteer 

program possible by paying for tools, gloves, 
and break-time snacks. Ecological restoration 
and land management projects would 
simply not happen without the generosity of 
our donors. 
 
Special expenditures for 2021 include 
$18,000 for a new Kubota utility vehicle to 
safely transfer staff and equipment, $80,000 
to update the master plan, plus funds to 
support removal of ash trees infested by the 
emerald ash borer. 
 
We are thankful for all the ways individuals 
and groups come together to care for this 
special campus landscape. If you would like 
to support the Preserve financially, gifts can 
be made to the Lakeshore Nature Preserve 
Stewardship Fund at the UW Foundation.

Donors Make it Possible
By Laura Wyatt, Preserve Program Manager

http://lakeshorepreserve.wisc.edu
mailto:laura.wyatt%40wisc.edu%20?subject=
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=1167b6c8-5491-450b-9734-14ffa47eb778
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=1167b6c8-5491-450b-9734-14ffa47eb778
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Established by the UW provost in 2000, the Lakeshore Nature 
Preserve Committee is charged to ensure the integrity of these 
cherished campus resources through the provision of necessary 
and appropriate oversight, policies, guidelines, stewardship and 
management. We thank the current members for their time and 
service.

2020-21 Preserve Committee 

Voting members

• Sara Hotchkiss–Faculty, Botany (Committee Chair)
• David Bart–Faculty, Planning & Landscape Architecture
• Anna Pidgeon–Faculty, Forest & Wildlife Ecology
• Janet Batzli–Academic Staff, Biology Core Curriculum
• Rob Beattie–Academic Staff, Nelson Institute
• Joe Webb–Academic Staff, Outdoor UW
• Andrew Busker–Student
• Alexis Paus–Student
• Open–Student

Non-voting ex-officio or consultants

• Gary Brown–Director, Lakeshore Nature Preserve
• Tom Bryan–Friends of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve
• Kelly Ignatoski–Director, University Apartments
• Rhonda James–Senior Landscape Architect, 

   Campus Planning & Landscape Architecture
• Karen Oberhauser–Director, UW Arboretum

Lakeshore Nature Preserve Committee
• Gary Brown, Director, gary.brown@wisc.edu

• Laura Wyatt, Program Manager, laura.wyatt@wisc.edu

• Adam Gundlach, Field Projects Coordinator, 
adam.gundlach@wisc.edu 

• Bryn Scriver, Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator,  
bryn.scriver@wisc.edu

• Ben Kotte, Student Natural Area Assistant

• Connor Kotte, Seasonal Natural Area Technician

• Rebecca Lennie, Student Natural Area Assistant
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Lakeshore Nature Preserve Interactive Map Retired
By Bryn Scriver, Preserve Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator

The Lakeshore Nature Preserve Interactive Map, created in 
2006, was forced into retirement when Adobe Flash Player 
was no longer supported at the end of 2020. It was designed 
at the UW-Madison Cartography Lab by a team of graduate 
students, supervised by Professor Mark Harrower. According 
to Robert Roth, the current Cart Lab Director who was one 
of the students who developed the map, "15 years is a really 
long shelf life for an interactive map."

Not for merely finding one’s way, the interactive map 
featured an analytical comparison tool whereby a person 
could compare any 14 layers of historic and more current 

aerial photos and natural features (like soils or topography) 
to see and compare changes in the land over time. In this 
way the map served to help many students with finding 
and interpreting information about the Preserve for class or 
research projects.

We hope to be able to resurrect the interactive map in the 
future in a mobile-first version. As with most Lakeshore 
Nature Preserve projects this will require a significant gift, 
but one that can have a significant impact on learning in the 
Preserve. 

You can support the Preserve today!
Visit supportuw.org/giveto/lakeshore/
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