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I t  i s  good t o  b e  back i n  my n a t i v e  state and  on  the campus o f  my U n i v e r s i t y - -  

a s c e n e  of  s o  many w a r m ,  p e r s o n a l  memories. 

We a r e  h e r e  today  t o  h o n o r  t h e  memory of  J o h n  Muir ,  C l a s s  of  1863. We are 

h e r e  t o  d e d i c a t e  t o  h i s  name a  p l o t  of  u n s p o i l e d  woodland, above Lake Mendota, 

and t o  p r e s e r v e  h i s  memory th roughou t  t h e  N a t i o n  by i s s u i n g ,  i n  A p r i l ,  a John  

Muir  commemorative p o s t a g e  stamp. 

The honors  we pay him are s m a l l  ones  f o r  a man of  such  u n i q u e  and p e c u l i a r  

g e n i u s .  For  h e  w a s  o u r  o u t s t a n d i n g  n a t u r a l i s t  and c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t ,  a man who 

c a p t u r e d  t h e  rugged b e a u t y  of  n a t u r e  i n  h i s  w r i t i n g s .  He was a l s o  a man o f  a c t i o n  

who l e a r n e d  t o  f i g h t  when t h e  t h i n g s  h e  loved were  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  d e s t r u c t i o n .  

And, d u r i n g  t h e  c l o s i n g  y e a r s  of  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  were 

b e i n g  d i s p o i l e d  by a g i a n t  "giveaway" t o  t h e  lumber i n d u s t r y .  Whi le  t h e  r e s t  of  

t h e  n a t i o n  ignored  what was happening under  t h e i r  v e r y  n o s e s ,  whole mounta ins  were 

b e i n g  t u r n e d  i n t o  w a s t e l a n d .  So John  Muir  became an  e l o q u e n t  l o b b y i s t  f o r  n a t u r e  

and he f i n a l l y  awakened t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  u r g e n c y  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

J o h n  Muir  was born  i n  S c o t l a n d  i n  1838 and came t o  America when he  was e l e v e n  

t o  l i v e  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  n e a r  P o r t a g e ,  Wiscons in .  He w a s  

a n  i n g e n i o u s  a n d  c r e a t i v e  b o y ,  w i t h  a f l a i r  f o r  i n v e n t i o n .  When h e  
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nt& 'a v i o l i n ,  he  made one wi th  h i s  o h  hands. He b u i l t  . . ' c locks ,  
. ,,' 

. t h e  cogwheels f roh  wdod. Later  he modified a homemade clock 

k .  
. , i n t o  what w a s  c e r t a i n l y  one of t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  alarm c locks  eve r  

produced. Muir c a l l e d  i t  h i s  "early r i s i n g  machine." H e  connected the  

clock mechanically t o  h i s  bed so t h a t  when t h e  alarm went o f f ,  t he  bed 

t i l t e d ,  causing the  s l e e p e r  t o  be dumped onto t h e  f l o o r .  

leaving one Univers i ty  f o r  another ,  t he  Wisconsin ~ n i v e r s i  ty f o r  t h e  

With a t e n . d o l l a k  gold p iece  i n  h i s  pocket,  Muir l e f t  home a t  the  

age of 21 t o  work h i s  way through the  Universi ty of Wisconsin. He l ived 
i 

i n  North Hall on f i f t y  c e n t s  a week, cooking h i s  meals on the  wood furnace 

the re .  Usually he a t e  baked pota toes  o r  graham mush; sometimes with bread 

and molasses. 
. . 

It - i s  sa id  t h a t  t4u.i.r'~ i n t e r e s t  i n  botany began when he 'examined a 

blossom t h a t  had f a l l e n  from a g r e a t  locus t  tree t h a t  s to0d.besid.e  North 

Hall, Up t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  he had planned t o  become a doctor .  Today, t he  

t r e e s  and the  w i l d l i f e  i n  John Muir Park a r e  much as 'they were a century 

ago when Muir s t r o l l e d  through t h i s  p leasant  g lade  and f e l l  i n  love with 

na tu re .  . 

Years later, i n  h i s  autobiography, John Muir r eca l l ed  h i s  f i n a l  day 

a t  t h e  Universi ty.  He. wrote: 

"From t h e  top  of a h i l l  on the  nor th  s i d e  of Lake Mendota, I gained 

a last w i s t f u l  l i nge r ing  view of the b e a u t i f u l  Univers i ty  grounds and 

bu i ld ings ,  where I spent  so  many hungry and happy and hopeful days. There 

wi th  s t reaming eyes I bade my blessed Alma Mater fa rewe l l .  But I was only 

Univers i ty  of t he  W i  lderness .  " 
* * *  

The John Muir comnemorative postage stamp we a r e  unvei l ing  today 
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shows t he  g r e a t  n a t u r a l i s t  a t tending h i s  Univers i ty  of the  Wilderness -- 
i n  a classroom of g i a n t  sequoia trees i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  which he helped t o  save 

from des t ruct ion .  The stamp w a s  designed by Rudolph Wendelin, an artist of t h e  

U. ' S. Department of Agr icul ture t  s Forest  Service,  and an ardent  conservat ionis t  

himself .  Mr. Wendelin's f i r s t  job was i n  'the Milwaukee o f f i c e  & . t h e  Fores t  Senrice 

t h i r t y  years  ago, and he at tended Layton A r t  School i n  t h a t  c i t y .  We think t h a t  he 

has done a f i r s t - r a t e  job i n  capturing the  s p i r i t  of John W i r  on a postage stamp. 

The stamp w i l l  be i ssued with f i r s t  day ceremonies on April  29 i n  Martinez, 

C a l i f o r n i a ,  where t h e  g r e a t  n a t u r a l i s t  spent  t h e  f i n a l  years  of h i s  l i f e  and 
i 

where he died i n  1914. 

When we look back i n t o  h i s t o r y  t o  give c r e d i t  t o  the  leaders of t h e  conser- 

va t ion  movement we f ind  men who were dreamers and men who put  these  dreams i n t o  

ac t ion .  The dreamers included Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau and John 

James Audubon -- a l l  of whomme appalled a t  t h e  way we were wasting our  na tu ra l  

r i ches .  

The men of a c t i o n  included John Wiir,  Gifford Pinchot and C a r l  Schurz, the  

founder of the  Libera l  Par ty  and a one-time res iden t  of Madison. A s  a crusading 

U .  S. s e n a t o r ,  Schurz c a l l e d  f o r  land reform, and .as Secretary of the  I n t e r i o r  i t 1  

1877 he  proposed establishment of a s e r i e s  of Federal  f o r e s t  reservation's.  H i s  

opponents defeated him. They ca l l ed  h i s  'plan "un-American!" 

Pinchot and W i r  were more successful .  Thei r  wr i t ings  a t t r a c t e d  a g rea t  deal  

of publ ic  a t t e n t i o n  and t h e i r  cause had another  s t rong champion, i n  Teddy Roosevelt . 
During the  Roosevelt Administration, i n  f a c t ,  some 100 mil l ion a c r e s  of f o r e s t  land 

were set a s i d e  f o r  f u t u r e  publ ic  use. 

Th i r ty  y e a t s  l a t e r ,  conservation found another  champion i n  Frankl in  Roosevelt , 

who once described himself a s  "a t r e e  grower." The Civ i l i an  Conservation Corps, of 

which he was s o  proud, planted two b i l l i o n  trees, aided w i l d l i f e  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  and 

b u i l t  needed f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  National Parks. 

Frankl in  Roosevel t l s  add i t iona l  conservation reforms included c rea t ion  of the  
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soil Conservation ~ e ' k i c e ,  the  Agr icu l ture  Adjustment Administrat ion and the  

Tennessee Valley Authori ty .  

Today we are a far r i c h e r ,  more b e a u t i f u l  n a t i o n  because of t he  

f o r e s i g h t  and r e l e n t l e s s  e f f o r t s  t~f t he se  men. 

But conservat ion cannot be  a s t a t i c  thing.  A s ' w e  grow i n  populat ion 

the  problems of conserva t ion  mult iply.  John F. Kennedy expressed t h e  problem 

t h i s  way : 

"The crisis may be q u i e t ,  but  i t  i s  urgent .  We must do i n  ou r  day what 

Theodore Roosevelt  d i d  s i x t y  yea r s  ago and Frankl in  Roosevelt  t h i r t y  years  
I 

ago: w e  must expand t h e  concept of conservat ion t o  meet t h e  imperious 

problems of t h e  new age.  We must develop new ins t ruments  of f o r e s i g h t  and 

p r o t e c t i o n  and nu r tu re  i n  o r d e r  t o  recover  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between man and 

n a t u r e  and t o  make s u r e  that .  t h e  na t iona l  estate w e  pass  on. t o  ou r  mul t ip ly ing  

descendants  i s  green and f . lourishing."  

I hope t h a t  i n  i t s  way, t h e  John Muir commemorative postage stamp w i l l  

remind Americans of t h i s  "quie t  crisis"; t h a t  i t  w i l l  e n l i s t  t h e i r  support  

of programs now underway; t h a t  i t  w i l l  remind them of t he  important task  

t h a t  l i e s  ahead. 

Our own s t a t e ' s  $50 m i l l i o n ,  ten-year  p lan  f o r ' c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  I am 

proud t o  s ay ,  i s  t h e  most forward looking i n  t he  country.  Gaylord Nelson 

g o t  it s t a r t e d  when he was Governor and John Reynolds i s  keeping i t  going. 

Already it. has  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  purchase of 963 s e p a r a t e  p a r c e l s  of land,  

t o t a l l i n g  80,522 a c r e s ,  a t  a c o s t  of nea r ly  $7$ mil l ion .  This land w i l l  be 

devoted t o  s p o r t  and r e c r e a t i o n  f o r  a l l  of t he  people f o r  a l l  t i m e .  

Because of t h i s  f a r - s i g h t e d  conservat ion b i l l ,  passed by the  Leg i s l a tu re  

i n  1961, t he  Wisconsin of tomorrow w i l l  i nc rease  i n  n a t u r a l  beauty,  and 

more and more people w i l l  Bhare i n  i t .  This  i s a  h i g h l y  g r a t i f y i n g  example 

of b i p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c a l  cooperat ion f o r  t he  pub l i c  good. 

(more 1 
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~ n d ,  on the, na t iona l  level, I can r e p o r t  t o .  you t h a t  pres ident  
. . 

Johnson i s  ve ry  much aware of t h e  urgent  need f o r  new conservat ion .programs 

and has  a l r e a d y  proposed s e v e r a l  major b i l l s  t o  Congress. 
. 

Now pending i n  Congrels are t h e  Wilderness B i l l ,  t h e  Land and Water 

Conservation Fund B i l l ,  and t h e  b i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a Youth Conservation Corps. 

The Wilderness Bi .11  would e s t a b l i s h  a National Wilderness Preserva t ion  . . 

. . 
System made up of parks,  w i l d l i f e  refuge@, game ranges and f o r e s t s  -- 
preserving f o r  a l l  time areas t h a t  would remain wild and p r imi t ive  and 

d. 

untouched by c iv i . l i za t ion .  

The  and and Water Conservation Fund B i l l  would be financed on a pay- 

as-you-go b a s i s .  The people who use  r ec rea t ion  areas would be asked t o  pay 

a small f e e  f o r  t h i s  enjoyment. 

And f i n a l l y ,  t he  a l l - impor t an t  Youth Conservation Corps B i l l  p laces  

young men under the  supervis ion  of experienced Federa l  and S t a t e  Corrsetvation 

agencies .  The i r  mission would be t o  provide t h e  American people with more 

enjoyable park and r ec rea t ion  lands ,  more product ive f o r e s t s ,  more f i s h  and 

game, c l e a n e r  s t reams,  and b e t t e r  pro tec ted  watersheds. 

It should be encouraging t o  you t o  know t h a t  Pres ident  Johnson i s  

ca r ry ing  on t h i s  conservat ion b a t t l e  i n  the  t r a d i t i o n  of the  two Roosevelts 

and John F. Kennedy. 

We need and deserve t h i s  conservat ion l e g i s l a t i o n .  I hope we g e t  it. 

And c e r t a i n l y  passage of t hese  t h r e e  b i l l s  would gladden the h e a r t  of John 

W i r .  


