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The {lame xhrouded. Pienic Polnt manslon of iEdward J. Young., lumberman, is shown here. The piclure was
taken ant nlght while firemen vainly attempled (o extinguish (he fire which staried lxy the attic of the 15-room
house anrl -ewept lhrough the entire buitding. {
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Famllyl ’Rescued,. i’urm-
ture| Saved; Blaze
Starts in Athc

' 4 By m:nMAN P. LOCHNER
(ot 'nm Capital Times Stafr)

room, Picnic Point man.slon -of Ed-
watd J. Young, lumberman, as fire-
men stood by helplessly, unable to-se-_
cure sufficlent water although Lake
Mendota was but a short distance
awAy. .

The leaping flames and flying
sparks were a spectacuiar slght, for
the thousands of- Mndtsonlrm who
rushed to the scene or v/.0 jlined up
along Unlversity . dr., atood on hill
tops or climbed to bullding: roofs to
view the burning bullding across Uni-
versity bay.

Young "Escapes Delth

Mr. Young and Charles .F. Tom-
cany, member of No. 4 fire company,
had narrow escapes !rom death iIn
thg fire.

ost suﬂocated by smoke as_he
worked to save household effects, Mr.

house where the fresh, outslde alr
revived him.i
omcany - 'was carried from the
bl g building when, .the oxygen
bufined from the air by the fire, he
col aMd: Companions dragged - him
from ' thé” building, He also; revived
~q’ - after, being,
e Beautiful Sighi—Tragedy i
'rhe renect.‘lon in thé waters of Laké
Mendota was a beatitiful sight.for’ the.
spectators—but it was tragedy for the
members of the Young family watch-
in the .flames destroy.their home on
one of Madison’s famous scenic spots. :
The cause of the conflagration has
not been determined.. After visiting
the scene, Fire Chief John Lahm
sald electnc‘wlring was not to blame.
THe blaze. started {In the attic nenr
the chimne !
The Shorewood Hills fire depart-
ment, No. 4 company from Madison
and a pumper créw from Centra
station made ineffectual efforts ta
conquer the blaze, But after the aup-l
ply of water carrfed in “booster’
tanks on pumpers gave out, the blaze
roared on practically unhindered, the
single stream- of water pumped
through 3,000 feet of hose, from a
supply = source or Uhlverslty drive
being of no ‘more’effect than a gar-
den hose. " . |
Carry Out Household Effects
‘While firemen and volunteers, un-
der the directlon of Lieut. Cecil
Chase. of No. 4 company, directed
their attentiond to the fire, anotner
group, led by Dr. Willlam J. Bleck-
wenn, chaltman of the Shorewood
iHills police and, fire commission|
safeguarded .the household effects
carried frdm the blazing building and
lined up on the spaclous lawns.

;.ﬂghtlng but, as he recelved reports
‘of souvenir hunters looting among

Dr. Bleckwenn at first directed fire

Fire la.st] night destroyed the 15- |

Young managed to stumble from the |

taken, outside,..., |

{Continued on page 8)

_ing out most of.the furnfture and rugs .

Ymm«r s Picnic,
Pomt’Homc Is
Ruzcd' by I‘;ml

’ 1Cnnthmm ’m'n nd ge 1y :
the saved cﬂrcu he 'urzani/f-d '1‘

. guard, dc‘pulbmg several members of
the crowd as
: looldng stopped

pecial  oflicers. Thc:

Wife $mells Smoke ]
The fire was| discovered about 7
last night. Mp.  Young. his wife,
three sons and| daughters were st
dng downstairs rarr}lng on a gen-
eral’ family' ¢onversation when Mrs.
Young sudd(nl_v remarked:
“I_smell smoke.” i
Moving aholit, she’! detected - a

" stronger odor if the,den on the first

floof. Mr. Youn victim of z cola,

i was unable to .smcll the smokd antil.
"he went into the bascmient.

Then, he thought the’furnace was
the cause of the odor b% he declded

. to-investigate further.”

- He went (o the second ﬂoar and
(ound it rapidly filling with eme.ke.

The three firz fighting units a: ui
numeross Isbnds In EhorentrsA i
seaprmdent v hiu cziB {or nielp.

Ruontios Vamil, Out

Mr, Yering susted nis Larmly W
the garage 2nd then rowrned v the
house to aid in salvaging furnituré
and personal pelongings. His daugh-
ter, who had heen counting the mon-
ey in her little bank, wanted to re-
turn to the building to rescue her
savings but she was rcqulrcd to stay
in the garage. | i :

The voluntcers succeeded in carry-

on the first floor but none of the
furnishings on:the second and third
ficors were saved.

Members of [the Young family es-,
caped with only the clothing Lhc)l
wore, the balance of thelr garments |
being lost in ;lhe {lames.

When it became apparent that Lhc

" house was Jost, Mr. Young took his

wife and ¢hildren ‘to a local hotel.
While he was en rouleét,o the hotel,
Shorewood Hills residents sought him
to offer him and his ramily sanctu-
ary in their homes.

Can‘t Estimate mlnge

Mr. .Young declared he could not
estimate the damage caused by the
fiames. .

“No amount of moncy can replau
what has been’ lost,” he said.

The pmpcn.y was partially insured.

Kthn fire fighters arriving upon
the scene, the 'blaze was confined to,
the dltic although it was starting to]
break through the cellings of rooms
on the second floor.

‘The- Shorew Hills and No. 4
company puv@rs ' were, equlpped
with tanks containing 200 gallons of
water each.

Watér' Supply/br.alned

Licut. Chase(sald the firemen slow-
ly were galnln& headway against the
fire—and Lhenlt.he water] supply gave
out. K]

First, . the Shore\\ood *{ms pumper
tank went dry nnd the No. 4 pumper
! continued In-action while the Shore-
iwood - crew, led by Dr. Bleckwenn,
(soughe a spot dlong thé lake shore
where a pumper could be placed in
action to draw] water from the lake.

But no such spot could be found:
{The Shorewood Hills unit then went
ito University drlve half'a mile from
i the blazing home.

Along” Univefgity drlvc and along
the night blackined, tree shaded lane
leading to the h{oung hgme, the fire-!
men stretched 3,000 feet of hose, g

i Flameg Koar Unhindered
iBut in the meantime, the No. 4
company pumppr's - tank went dry
and. for severa) minutes, the flames
roared on unhihdered.

.Before water pgain could be tumcd
upon the hous¢, the -flames burst
through .the roof, advertising to the
5urroundlng country and the clty ‘of

TAt first, only small

"that was saved|was the kitchen. Fire-

Madison t.hnt the Young home was
‘ablaze... .. .

Then, the crowds bcgan to’ gather
groups stood
“about the Jawns but -the number of:
spectators increased until the Young.
estaté\was surrounded by, a throng of |
persons—with 4 liberal sprinkling of |
‘Madison society.

“Town and ‘university folk took ad-
vantage of. hé _opportunitly to wan-
der unhindered about ihe grounds
which fiad been a’favorite picnic spot
‘until its acquisttion by Mr. Young
who barred the gcncml public because,
he said, shrutibcry and trees were
damaged. .

But last m;&n shrubbery close to
the home was! scorched by fire and
holes were tradmpléd in. hedges lin-
ing drives as spectators broke tlirough
the bushes fo'seek favorable points
from v.hxch to watch firemen throw
their. puny llluc strecam of water upon
the roaring !lames B

Little | Pressure Lcn.

By the time the water \\ ent through
3,000 feet of hose, little prcssure was
left at the nozz!es\end The water
from the hose b'\rely c!cared the
housetop. L
About the only part ot the house

meq for a time, dirccted their entire

attention to saving the kitchen wing

because it was the last to catch afire

and beeause n was npparenz “ thelr

meager water supply caquld not cope

with the fiandes at oqhvr points,
Sparis Fly in [Air

Plece by plece, the roof fell, causing
thousands of “sparks to jfloat high in
the air. Bit by bit, the wallx succuml)cd
to ‘the flames. | -

But above all except the chlmney.
standing In deflance of the flamngs, was
a steam radiator .on the third floor of
the central sml(m of the. house. It
stood  directly nbmc an  inside wall
which ended nt the celling of the sec-
ond tloor and ('nnp.ht !.I\e fancy of|the
crowd as 1t progruddd ahove the black-
ened shell of the house after the roof
above it plunged into the inferno! be-
Jow. . i

Then, to the accompaniment, of gasps
from the crowd and ‘the whispered
words, “There .1t goes,” 1the radiator
Jeaned over as its supports were burned
away. It toppled, tearing lome from 113
connecting ppe and pl\mu‘d into the
flames. i

After purchaping thei Plenic Point
property. Mr, Young elzht years ngo
remodcled the old red farmhouse which
stood upon tt. Using only the frame of
the old slr\'ctuI(-, he practically rebullt
the house, colering Its frame sldes
with shingles, f

Last night, Mr. \oung-sald he could
not tell what his future moves with
regard to the property would be, that
he had had- no time L% consider the
matter.




