
Environmea 
"This placc rs a rrwsure boa thal hasn't wen hren m- 

vmronrd. Ir would he such a shame lo r h m n ~ r  nw;ly."- 
Nahlralist J a m s  Zimmerman 

By ROSEMARY KENDRICK 
Capital Times Slalf Writer 

Clty off~clals are embroiled m an mlense debate over 
whether the clty should cooperate w ~ t h  the Uruverslty of 
Wlsconsln and pnvate groups m prowdmg money to pur- 
chase and preserve the Lower Eagle Hetghts Woods 

The 3.4 acres m questran, lust east of The Cove condo- 
muuums, n a heavily wooded parcel slopmg sharply 
from Lake Yendota Dnve down to Lake Mendota. 

Naturahts say the slte has s l p h c a n t  ecologcal 
sc~enllflc and commuruty value and should be preserved 
- w w e  owner Gerald Welch assertsthat yearsof clty 
delays have cosl him money and he should be allowed lo 
proceed with resldentlal development. 

Enmronmenlabts p m t  out (hat Lower Eagle Helghts 
Woods 1s the last relat~velv untouched olece of Lake 
Mendola shorelme m the clty of MadLson. 

'One can seek p.;icr lirre arid feel a onene&\ u'ith na 
lure and the Dasl.".u\s well-known natural~st James 

%imn:erman has bt>erl \islllng thc uoocLsslnce IY3b. 
uhen hi, flrsl <tud~rd h l o l o ~  as a bov Ile vleus the Dar- - 
eel a s  a uruque opprlumty Lo learn how nature behaves 
wthout human ~nterventlon - and he has led the cru- 

chase. 

I sade to save the woods Ulrough~omt publ~clpr~vate  pur- 

ZImmerman and other e n w o n m e n t a b &  p m t  out 
Lhese facts m a r w g  their case: 

The property c o n l a m  a rlch and unusual vanety of 
plant specles, mcludmg moonseed m e ,  red elderbeny. 
white pea, hepabca, may apples, bloodroo% showy or- 
c h s  and morel mushrooms. Zunmerman has ldenlllied 
84 specles of flowering plants on the slte and there prob- 
ably are  more. 

Donald Waller. UW asslstanl professor of botany. 
p m t s  to a "rlch layer of wildnowen and other ground 
flora," wlth bch?nS growmg here lhat occur only rarely 
or not ai aU ekewherein 
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